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$477,650

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Prinbed by Wilhiam Sane, 823

Sodd by Rawrwar's Historical Collectible Auctions
(Buringtan, Morih Caroling), March 22

Estimate: 550,000 10 §350.000

3

|l.r:|l!.:1i-'.'.'.' thee ald microwave ovens, car

digan sweaters thar didn’t fie, and the
rusty golf clubs in dusty Bags at the Musc
Ciry Theift Store, in Mashville, Tennessee,
there sat an old copy of the Declaration of
Independence. Copics of the Declaration
are so plentiful that people hardly give them
asecond glance. For some reason, the Music
City copy caught Michael Sparks’s eye, and
he boughe it for 5248, It turned out o he
an officaal 1823 William Stone engraving
pranged oo velluns, Stone finished only 200
copies on commission frem John Chaincy
Adams, either tracing the original or mak-
g 2 wet=-ink transfer, a process requiring
the orginal to be dampened and then
pressed agpamst another sheet of paper so
that some of the ik would offser. Thers
were anly thairty-faive—now make thar
thitty-six—oopies of the first printing from
Stome's engraving known b exis,

Afver realizing what he had, Sparks
turned the document over o Raynor’s
Historical Collectible Auctions, which
sald the chrift=store Declaration o the
investment firm Bray=Llonn for 24770480,
It iz the hil_r.]h.“:'r price ever |.1u.:|-.|. fisr 2
Srone p'r'i1:||:11|l_=.. Brav=Llonn, with offices
in Feeno and Sakt Lake Loy, |.'l|..'|:|:|!| 2 Lise

Five Boaks & COLLELTIOYS

the Declararion o educate children about

Aamerican history,—[%
3 $473,000 (£228,500)
BOOK OF HOURS
Paris: lean du Pré for Antoine Yenard, 1385
Sirkd [y Sotheby's (London), Mowembern 28
Estimiate: 5125 000 to 5165,000 {EH0,000-EBD0o0)

hen Sotheby™ offered the Vérard

Book of Hours this past Movember,
it showbd come as ne grear surprise that the
Pelorgan Library & Museum, in Mew York,
presented the winning bid (via London
beoksellers Cluaricels).

“The Morgan has the largest collec-
tion of Books of Hours in America,” said
John Badwell, the hibrary™ Astor Curanor
of Printed Books and Bindings., The
Morgans collection mcludes more than
130 printed and about 240 manuscrips cop-
ies of these devotional books. The Morgan
Library continues “to acquire printed edi-
tioms for research purposes and exhibivion,”
Bidwell said.

The Wérard Book of Hours appears o
be the first pubhicatson by Antoise Yérand,
whio was, according to the aucticneer, “the
daminant force in French book production
wntil lis death i 15127 The book 15 also the
firss primted Book of Hours wath a full pro-
L of illusrracions and the |.1|:||1.' ko
copy of the earliest daced Book of Hours
printed in France, (Some scholars believe
an undated version may have been printed
nedr Paris in 1480,

The Vérard Hours was |'|ri|:|n'-.'| on vel
humm, wiith rather crude wondeue illustragions
and borders, The inicial letters are printed
in red amd blue, The book is a shadow of
the more fumiliar illominated manuscript
Books of Hours, “We have been secking out
editions showing how the genre declined,
qust as this one shows how |printed Hours|
began,” said Bidwell,

The book was purchased with help
fronm the foundation ser up by che late
bockseller Bernard H. Breslaver. Breslaner
ownied the book 1w the ronos. This rime i

was sold by a German library.—KE
3 $456,000

THE FRINCIPALL MAVIGATIONS. ..
By Richard Hakluyt

Lendan: Cearge Bishap and Ralph Meatenie, 1585
Sl by Cheishie's {Mew York), April vh
Eslimalte; 540,000 10 $A0,000

hen Anthony Payne of Cluaritch
GL compiled his census of this book for
che Hakbhowe Society i 1907, thas copy in
English blind-ruled calf was sdentafied as
one of only two first edition copies sull in
privare hamds that retained s original bind-
img a5 well as both che world map and the
sin beaves describing Dirake’s circumnavi-
gation, which were separately printed and
are not found in all copies. Cuarniech sold
the other fanltless copy just fifbeen vears
ago for less than 60,000, This Capr, from
the Frank Sereeter collection, went to Mew
York dealers Martavan Lan.—IM




